C S J Probert, V Jayanthi, A 0 Hughes, J R Thompson, A C B Wicks, J F Mayberry Abstract The family history of patients identified during incidence studies in Leicestershire were investigated and the prevalence and comparative risks calculated; 1254 patients aged 15 (Table II) .
Only one South Asian gave a family history of Crohn's disease, but unfortunately this could not be confirmed because of the availability of clinical notes (Table III) . Less than one case, however, would be expected. The three categories of first degree relatives were combined for analysis because of the small numbers.
In Europeans, the average family size was 3-4 offspring and the mean position of the propositus was 2*1. Among South Asians, the mean family size was 5 1 offspring and the mean position of the propositus was 3-2. Thus, in both ethnic groups the propositus was, on average, the middle born, suggesting that the prevalence is likely to be representative, although possibly the magnitude of the risk may be underestimated. In one kindred all three members had Crohn's disease.
Most of the affected relatives lived in 
